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             The opportunity and expectation to create a welcoming, safe environment for students
of any ethnicity, gender identity, and sexual orientation should be a universally supported,
non-partisan concept. Congressman Blumenauer is a proud cosponsor of the Safe Schools
Improvement Act, which was recently introduced in the House of Representatives by
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez.

  

            As a condition of receiving future Safe Schools funding, the Safe Schools Improvement
Act would require schools and districts to ensure that their codes of conduct specifically prohibit
bullying and harassment and would require states to include bullying and harassment data in
their state-wide reporting. The legislation would also allow schools to train faculty and staff on
how to prevent bullying and address it effectively when it does occur.

  

           Oregon has similar legislation that could serve as a model for implementation at the
federal level.

  

 Local Advocates
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           OSSCC Board Chair Joy Wallace                             Sitting comfortably in a Northeast Portland coffee shop, Joy Wallace happily details hersidewise transition from high school teacher in Corvallis to Board Chairwoman of a statewidenonprofit. A natural teacher, Wallace felt it was important educate her students about historicalissues, with a particular emphasis on ethical decision making, prejudice, and discrimination.                After witnessing acts of discrimination just outside of her classroom, Wallace realizedthat there was a lack of resources available for those working towards safer schools, free ofdiscrimination.  Fast forward to 2001, when a coalition of organizations joined together inEugene for an educational training conference that focused on these same very same topicsand discussions. Inspired by the connections and conversations of the groups involved, theOregon Safe Schools and Communities Coalition (OSSCC) was born.               With the Oregon legislature’s passage of the Oregon Safe Schools Act in 2009, theOSSCC has taken the lead in ensuring thorough implementation and oversight of its’proposals—a law that strengthens and enhances anti-bullying policies for K-12 public schools inOregon. It is very similar to one that is being proposed on the federal level.              “With all of the cuts facing education, we are simply trying to make sure that the newguidelines don’t get lost in the shuffle,” Wallace explained. “One of the things we’ve done andare proud of is to convene a series of roundtables each year, giving interested parties thechance to be stronger advocates in their school districts.”              Given their experience at the state level with this type of legislation, what is the OSSCChoping for at the federal level?              “In a best case scenario, we are really hoping for strong federal legislation--and lookingfor some kind of funding to help with following through and the important job of monitoringeverything. We are aiming to greatly expand our data collection efforts.”              Even with the daunting and often thankless task ahead, Wallace remains upbeat.              “I’ve seen changes occur and am optimistic about even more. I sincerely believe inpublic education and that every student should have the best opportunity—because if there areany fear factors in school, they’re simply not going to learn. It’s the right thing to do!”  Future Efforts at the Federal Level              The Oregon Safe Schools and Communities Coalition has grown from a few passionateconversations at a local conference to a statewide coalition with over fifty organizationalpartners. Its’ member list is diverse and non-ideological, ranging from the American CivilLiberties Union in Oregon and the Oregon Education Association, to St Mark PresbyterianChurch and St Andrew’s ‘Welcoming the Whole Family’ Committee.              Oregon’s situation is not unique; students across the nation face harassment andbullying based on factors beyond their control. These coalition members demonstrate theimportance of divergent groups joining together to support the passage of the Safe SchoolsImprovement Act.  
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